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Live Argyll - Flash Fiction 500 – August 2026
The winner for the “cliff” theme is …..
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The  runner-up was ….
Margaret McKendrick
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There were some ights wher Periry woke with a Horribte fright, The story ine of the dream
madle no sense. She was standing on the edgo of a deop drop ino a dark pool, a quarry
long since used that had filled with rain water.

Where was this cliffedge and why did t haunt her dreams?

Penny decided to have a good breakast and set offto explor the local walks. She had
‘moved to this part o the country away from Devon and a dffcult relationship which had
‘onded acrimoniously . Roger blamed her for their bust up and would not concedo that ho
had been abusive and bullying.

“Fresh start” Penny said allowed to herself to einforce her determination. Turning out of
her driveway she took the r0ad to a local picnic spot with marked paths through ancient
woodland.

Parking next o the one car in the designated spaces she then sat off . Tne knarled old
005, 50mo with wide girths and low hanging branches , seemed to instillan aura of calm.
Bluebells and primroses lined the well walked path. Bees buzzed high up in the rees and
the scent o the woodtand floor rose to add to the forest's healing balm.

Ahead through the troas Ponny could seo a clearing and a bench o tempt her tosit and
rest.. The only rouble was there wes someane already there. Penny told herssif not o be
ant-social and smiled as she approached totake a seat

o her suprise the elderly lady turned and sald *am glad you have come because I feel so
lonely could jump into one of these quarry pools just along from here and no one would
Kaow wihere t hat gone”.

‘Penny was taken aback and tod the tady that s had fad a ightmare of standing on tho
dge of a cliffand did not know why but t eft hor with a doep sense of despai.

The lady introduced herself as Jane and told Penny the tragc story of @ girlwho fellinto one
of the pools and was said to haunt these woods. 1t was a relia to Penny to share her
meloncoli day and that talking helped her to seo @ way forward. She suggested they walk
‘back together and treat themselves to & pot of tea and cakes at the Caé by the carpark.
They sat at a quiet tablo and had a good heart o heart chat

Penny insisted on paying and went up to the desk saying” Thank you that was fust what wo
needed The owner smiled and said “ Janeis very §ood at healing people’s anxieties
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